
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Existing Conditions Report 
 
 

Chapter 7. Open Space, Parks and 
Recreation 
 

  



Existing Conditions Report     CHAPTER 7: OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION 

City of Burlingame General Plan and Zoning Ordinance Update  7-2 
Final Draft   November 2015 

7.1 Introduction 
Burlingame has a diversity of open spaces well distributed throughout the city. These 
open spaces include neighborhood parks and playgrounds, a wildlife refuge, hiking 
trails, recreation facilities, and bayfront open space (See Figure 7-1). The City owns and 
maintains 21 parks and recreational facilities totaling 106.6 acres. The Burlingame Parks 
and Recreation Department manages these facilities and two commissions provide 
policy direction: the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Beautification 
Commission. Burlingame residents are also involved in maintaining the parks through 
the Burlingame Parks and Recreation Foundation, which raises funds that provide 
scholarship assistance for enrollment in Park and Rec programs, fund additional Park and 
Rec programs, and provide necessary equipment, repairs, and capital improvements as 
needed to Burlingame facilities and parks.. However while the City has a vibrant open 
space network, it does not have a Parks and Recreation Master Plan. According to 
General Plan Guidelines, specific types of open space must be addressed to the extent 
that they are locally relevant. These open space types are: open space for outdoor 
recreation, open space for the preservation of natural resources, open space for health 
and safety, and open space for the managed production of resources.    

 Open space for outdoor recreation: This includes parks and areas of scenic and 
cultural value, stream banks, trails and other links between open spaces. In 
Burlingame, these open spaces include a variety of park sites, some joint-use 
school facilities and downtown areas. 

 Open space for the preservation of natural resources: This includes areas 
required for plant and animal habitat or for ecological and scientific study. In 
Burlingame, these areas comprise wetlands, lagoons and streams adjacent to the 
San Francisco Bay and Mills Canyon Wildlife Area. 

 Open space for health and safety: This includes areas that require special 
management because of hazardous conditions such as unstable soils, fire risk, 
fault zones or flood. The Mills Canyon Wildlife Area is an example of this due to 
landslide risks (see Chapter 6.9: Geology and Soils). 

 Open space used for the managed production of resources: This includes 
forest and agricultural lands, water bodies important to the management of 
commercial fisheries and mineral deposits. Burlingame does not have open 
spaces used for the managed production of resources. 

This chapter is divided into the following sections: 

 Introduction (Section 7.1) 

 Findings (Section 7.2) 

 Regulatory Setting (Section 7.3) 

 Public Parks (Section 7.4) 
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 Open Spaces (Section 7.5) 

 Recreation Facilities (Section 7.6) 

 Public Schools (Section 7.7) 

 Private Facilities (Section 7.8) 

 Regional Assets and Trails (Section 7.9) 

 Recreational Programming (Section 7.10) 

7.2 Findings 

Introduction 

1. Burlingame's open space system is diverse and well distributed throughout the 
city. The system includes parks and recreation facilities, as well as natural open 
space amenities. 

2. Burlingame has 21 open space facilities that encompass about 106.6 acres of 
land.  

Public Parks 

1. Burlingame has eight neighborhood parks ranging in size from 0.4 to 18.9 acres 
as well as additional locations with playgrounds and picnic areas. 

2. Public parks in Burlingame include a variety of amenities for residents including 
passive recreation opportunities, picnic areas, scenic vistas, playgrounds, and 
sports facilities. 

Open Spaces 

1. Burlingame's location between the San Francisco Bay and the hills of Mills 
Canyon creates a variety of natural open space types used for preservation and 
recreation, including creeks, hiking trails and bayfront parks. 

2. The streetscape improvements on Burlingame Avenue and on Broadway have 
created open space assets through the addition of landscaping, outdoor seating 
and plazas. 

Recreation Facilities 

1. The City has a range of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities, including a 
recreation center and an aquatic center. The aquatic center is owned by the San 
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Mateo Union High School District and jointly used and maintained by the City for 
community and competitive aquatics programming.  

Public Schools 

1. Burlingame public schools provide open space and recreational facilities, many 
of which are shared for community use.  

2. The Burlingame Parks and Recreation Department manages the joint-use 
agreements. 

Private Open Spaces 

1. Private open spaces are important assets for the community, both visually and for 
private recreation. Private open spaces include private school facilities, 
institutional open spaces and private residential open space. 

Regional Assets and Trails 

1. In addition to Burlingame’s park and recreation facilities, residents use regional 
resources like the San Francisco Bay Trail and nearby park and recreation 
resources like Coyote Point County Park and Central Park in San Mateo. 

2. There are two parks within Burlingame's city limits that are not under the City's 
jurisdiction: Robert E. Woolley State Park and Fisherman's Park. Both parks are 
along the San Francisco Bay and are on long-term leases from the State Lands 
Commission. 

Recreational Programming 

1. The City of Burlingame offers a variety of open space and recreational and 
leisure opportunities serving all sectors of the population from pre-school 
children to senior citizens, as well as families, schools and local non-profit 
agencies.  .  

2. The City also programs community events in its open spaces, such as Movies in 
the Park, Music in the Park, the Tree Lighting event and Family Campout. 
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          Figure 7-1 Burlingame Parks and Open Spaces 
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7.3 Regulatory Setting 

Federal 

No federal regulations apply to the open space, parks, and recreation facilities in 
Burlingame.  

State 

California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection 

The California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection (DLRP) 
works with landowners, local governments and researchers to conserve open space 
resources statewide. DRLP provides information, maps, funding and technical assistance 
to local governments, consultants, resource conservation districts and nonprofit 
organizations, with the goal of conserving the state’s agricultural and natural resources. 

California Government Code  

California Government Code Sections 65560-65570 establish the need for an Open 
Space Element in a General Plan, define the types of open spaces, require an action 
program for implementing the Open Space Element, and require that city and county 
actions be consistent with the Open Space Element. Types of open space include open 
spaces used for the preservation of natural resources, managed production of resources, 
outdoor recreation, public health and safety, support of the mission of military 
installations, and the protection of places, features and objects described in Sections 
5097.9 and 5097.993 of the Public Resources Code. Examples of city or county actions 
that must be consistent with the Open Space Element include acquisition/disposal of 
land or interest, restriction/regulation of uses, permitting for construction, approval for 
subdivision maps and adoption of open space zoning regulations.  

The Quimby Act (California Government Code Section 66477, as amended by Assembly 
Bill 1359), allows cities and counties to adopt park dedication standards/ordinances 
requiring developers to set aside land, donate conservation easements or pay fees to 
acquire parkland.  

State Street and Highway Code 

The State Street and Highway Code include provisions for equestrian and hiking trails 
within the rights-of-way of county roads, streets and highways.  

Public Resources Code 

The State Public Park Preservation Act (Public Resources Code 5400-5409) is the primary 
instrument for protecting and preserving parkland in California. Under the Act, cities and 
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counties may not acquire any real property that is in use as a public park for any non-
park use unless compensation or land, or both, are provided to replace the parkland 
required. This ensures no net loss of parkland and facilities.  

Public Resources Code Section 5076 requires counties to consider trail-oriented 
recreational use and shall consider such demands in developing specific open space 
programs during the development of the General Plan. Cities are also required to 
consider the feasibility of integrating their trail routes with appropriate segments of the 
state system.  

Local 

Standards and Guidelines for Open Space in Development Projects  

The City’s zoning standards and design guidelines include provisions for including 
landscaping and open space in projects. This includes requirements for front, side and 
rear yards; guidelines to address impacts on neighbors; standards to address the mass, 
bulk and scale of buildings; and standards and guidelines for landscaping and site 
design. The Burlingame General Plan, North Burlingame/Rollins Road Specific Plan, 
Bayfront Specific Plan, Hillside Design Review Permit Process and the Burlingame 
Downtown Specific Plan all have specifications that pertain to open space.  

The North Burlingame/Rollins Road Specific Plan stipulates guidelines for establishing 
creekside open space in the Rollins Road and North Burlingame areas. This applies to 
new buildings on parcels adjacent to Mills Creek and Easton Creek.  

The Bayfront Specific Plan outlines goals and design standards for open space in the 
Bayfront. This Specific Plan includes goals establishing connections between trails and 
open spaces, creating landscape features as open space amenities and setback 
standards for buildings.  

The Streetscapes and Open Space chapter in the Burlingame Downtown Specific Plan 
contains design concepts for creating open spaces in downtown areas. The open spaces 
proposed include a centrally-located “signature” open space, a circle at the Civic Center 
between the Library and City Hall, a small open space at the Lorton Avenue/ California 
Drive intersection, and an expanded train station plaza. The primary purpose of the 
signature open space is to create a central community gathering space similar to a town 
square. The concept includes a water feature or, as a more ambitious undertaking, 
“daylighting”1 a portion of Burlingame Creek where it travels underground through 

                                                   

1 Daylighting means restoring undergrounded creeks to a natural system. The proposal acknowledges that 
true daylighting (restoring the creek to a natural system that allows meandering channels) may not be 
feasible given the depth of the creek and the width that would be needed to accommodate volumes of 
water.  
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downtown. The other open spaces are intended to provide smaller-scale, more modest 
opportunities for recreation and respite.  

Burlingame Municipal Code Chapter 10.55, Regulations for Park and 
Recreational Areas 

This code section limits the types of activities, equipment and number of people, and 
sets hours for public access.  It applies to City parks, pools, recreation centers, the golf 
center, playgrounds, fields, open spaces and school facilities (in certain circumstances). 
In addition, this code also stipulates permitting requirements for special events. 

7.4 Public Parks 
Burlingame has eight public neighborhood parks dispersed throughout the city, ranging 
in size from 0.1 to 18.9 acres. There are a number of other locations that host playground 
facilities, but are not considered public parks. These are referenced within Section 7.6.   

The neighborhood public parks are largely established in residential neighborhoods, 
with some associated with schools (as described in Section 7.7). These parks contain a 
range of recreational facilities including playgrounds, picnic areas and sports fields. Each 
park is described below, and a list of the parks – including location, size and facilities 
available – is included in Table 7.1. 

Cuernavaca Park  

Located in Burlingame's hills toward I-280, near the Mills Canyon Wildlife Area, 
Cuernavaca Park provides both recreational and scenic amenities. This neighborhood 
park consists of five acres, and includes a playground, basketball courts, a youth 
baseball and softball field, off-leash dog areas and public restrooms. Cuernavaca Park is 
distinguished by its elevation changes and topography, which provide points to view 
San Francisco Bay. 

Heritage Park  

At 0.4 acres, Heritage Park is the smallest of Burlingame's neighborhood parks. It is 
located near the southern city border. It was formerly a residential property that has 
been converted to a mini-park, providing passive recreation opportunities for 
neighborhood residents. With no formal recreational facilities in the park, it is intended 
to be an informal place of respite within nature. Picnic tables and benches among the 
plantings offer quiet places to enjoy the greenery. 

Laguna Park 

Laguna Park is another small open space in a residential neighborhood, off California 
Drive. Unlike Heritage Park, however, this 0.5-acre space is intended for recreational use 
rather than passive activities. The park contains two tennis courts and a children's play 
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area. The facilities are intended for casual day use only, and the park is not set up for 
large formal gatherings.  

Pershing Park 

Pershing Park is located on the site of a former elementary school. The school was 
redeveloped into a neighborhood park in the 1980s, and now the 1.2-acre site contains 
recreational facilities for children and families. The park's amenities include a 
playground, basketball courts, backboard tennis and a picnic area. Two large Casuarinas 
trees are located on the site, a holdover from its original days as an elementary school. 

TABLE 7.1: BURLINGAME NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 

Park Name Address Facilities Acres 

Cuernavaca Park  3075 Hunt Drive at 
Alcazar Drive 

Playground, restrooms, 
picnic area, basketball 
court, soccer field, 
baseball/softball field 

5 

Heritage Park Ralston Avenue at 
Occidental Avenue 

Picnic Area 0.4 

Laguna Park 1414 Laguna 
Avenue at Grove 
Avenue 

Playground, picnic area, 
tennis courts 

0.5 

Pershing Park 138 Crescent 
Avenue at Newlands 
Avenue 

Playground, picnic area, 
tennis court, basketball 
court 

1.2 

Ray Park 1525 Balboa Way at 
Devereux Drive 

Playground, bathrooms, 
picnic area, tennis 
courts, basketball court, 
baseball/soft 

4.3 

Victoria Park 30 Howard Avenue 
at Victoria Road 

Playground, basketball 
court 

0.9 

Village Park 1535 California Drive Playground, bathrooms, 
picnic area, basketball 
court, soccer field 

1.9 

Washington Park 850 Burlingame 
Avenue 

Playground, bathrooms, 
picnic area, tennis 
court, basketball court, 
soccer field, 
baseball/softball field 

18.9 

Total Acres 34.6 
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Ray Park 

Ray Park is a 4.3-acre open space abutting Lincoln Elementary School. This 
neighborhood park contains a playground, tennis courts, multi-use courts and a two-
acre turf area with softball fields. Public restrooms are located on-site, as well as picnic 
facilities that do not require reservations. The park is large enough and provides facilities 
suitable for hosting multiple activities and events simultaneously.  

Victoria Park 

Victoria Park is a small neighborhood park nestled between residential properties in the 
southeast area of Burlingame near Highway 101. The 0.9-acre L-shaped open space 
provides both passive and active recreational opportunities, with a playground and half-
court basketball court, as well as a grassy area with a grove of Coast Redwood trees. The 
park is intended for neighborhood use and the playground was recently updated to 
accommodate very young children. 

Village Park 

Village Park is located in the northern portion of Burlingame on California Drive. The 1.9-
acre park contains facilities well-used by Burlingame residents. It contains a playground, 
a picnic area, basketball courts, a large turf area used for soccer and other activities, and 
public restrooms. The park is also home to Burlingame's preschool. Village Park has 
specific restrictions for its operation hours; on weekdays between the hours of 10 A.M. 
and 3 P.M., and larger parties of 15 people or more are required to obtain permission 
from the Burlingame Parks and Recreation Director.  

Washington Park 

Washington Park is the oldest park in Burlingame and one of the most popular. At 18.9 
acres, the park contains many facilities, including a playground, tennis courts, bocce ball 
courts, basketball courts, turf fields, a baseball and softball field, and the Burlingame 
Recreation Center (described in Section 7.6). The park is located in the eastern section 
of the city, adjacent to Burlingame High School. The historic park, once home to the 
Gunst Estate in the 1890s, contains many large trees that date back to the original 
estate. The park's baseball grandstand was constructed in the 1930s and was renovated 
in 1989.  

7.5 Open Spaces 
Burlingame's open spaces are not limited to its park facilities. The City has a variety of 
open spaces that have been preserved for their natural features, stretching from San 
Francisco Bay to the hills of Mills Canyon. These open spaces are defined by the 
California General Plan Guidelines as "open space for the preservation of natural 
resources." In Burlingame, these areas include wetlands, lagoons and streams adjacent 
to San Francisco Bay and the Mills Canyon Wildlife Area. Some of these lands are also 
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set aside to provide protection from potentially hazardous conditions such as erosion 
and landslides. 

Other Open Spaces 

Natural Open Spaces (Land) 

Burlingame has two major land-based natural open spaces. The primary function of 
these facilities is for natural resource preservation and maintenance for public health and 
safety. However, the spaces also provide some limited recreational opportunities for 
visitors to view native plant and animal species in Burlingame. 

Mills Canyon Wildlife Area 

The Mills Canyon Wildlife Area is a 27.94-acre open space that serves three important 
functions:  

1. Preservation of natural resources by maintaining vegetation and preventing 
erosion  

2. Recreation and hiking opportunities for residents and visitors Burlingame  

3. Protection of health and safety by preventing construction on unstable hillside 
land 

The refuge is home to a variety of native California trees, including Coast Live Oak, 
California Bay Trees, Maple Trees, Buckeye and Redwoods, as well as many animal 
species native to the coastal foothills. Mills Creek runs through the open space and a 
hiking trail traverses both wooded areas and open grasslands. Entrances to the park are 
located on Arguello Drive, Adeline Drive, La Mesa Court, Mills Canyon Court, and 
Sebastian Drive. The park is intended for limited recreation to protect its natural 
features. A community volunteer group called the Friends of Mills Canyon has helped 
maintain the open space. 

Shorebird Sanctuary 

This 2.6-acre marshy open space is located at the mouth of Mills Creek at the shore of 
San Francisco Bay, just off Old Bayshore Highway. The site is home to ten to 15 species 
of migratory birds and was designated as a bird sanctuary in 1973. Although recreational 
use is intended to be limited, there is a paved walking trail with benches along its edges 
and a few bridges for observers to explore the wetlands. 
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TABLE 7.2: NATURAL OPEN SPACES (LAND) 

Open Space Name Address Facilities Acres 

Mills Canyon Wildlife Area Arguello Drive at 
Sebastian 
Drive/Adeline Drive 
at Hillside Drive 

Nature walk area and 
hiking trails 

34.5 

Shorebird Sanctuary  Old Bayshore 
Highway & Mills 
Creek 

Natural marsh, walking 
paths, benches 

2.6 

Total Acres 36.5 

Natural Open Spaces (Water) 

Burlingame has several water-based amenities, including lagoons, creeks and San 
Francisco Bay itself. Several of these natural open spaces include recreation facilities in 
the form of trails and fishing piers. 

Anza Lagoon 

Anza Lagoon is the outermost lagoon in Burlingame, closest to San Francisco Bay, and is 
maintained by the Embassy Suites. Running trails surround the lagoon and a wooden 
pedestrian bridge crosses over the mouth of the lagoon, leading to Robert E. Woolley 
State Park and a public fishing pier. The bank of the lagoon is landscaped and several 
buildings have been developed around the lagoon, including hotels, restaurants and the 
San Mateo County Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

Burlingame Lagoon  

This area includes the lagoon between the Bayshore Freeway and the Anza area. It is 
also part of Bayside Park. This open space provides drainage as part of the City’s storm 
drain system. Sanchez Creek drains into Burlingame Lagoon and a trail lines the northern 
edge. The Anza Boulevard bridge crosses the lagoon to connect Highway 101 to San 
Francisco Bay. The east side of this bridge includes a pedestrian walkway. 

Other Creek Areas 

Easton, Mills and Sanchez Creeks are creeks within Burlingame that provide important 
riparian habitat and watershed benefits. Easton Creek is a short, eastward flowing 
stream north of Sanchez Creek and south of Mills Creek. It flows into the marshlands of 
San Francisco Bay near Shorebird Sanctuary. Easton Creek also provides a greenway 
system of native trees and plants linking the hillside area with other open spaces in the 
lower reaches of Burlingame. Mills Creek is the northernmost creek in Burlingame, and 
runs east-west from Mills Canyon to San Francisco Bay. The creek flows naturally through 
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the Mills Canyon Wildlife Refuge, and is contained in engineered channels from El 
Camino Real to San Francisco Bay. A trail runs along a portion of the creek through the 
Wildlife Refuge. Sanchez Creek is the southernmost creek in Burlingame, running east-
west from the hills down to San Francisco Bay. At the mouth of the creek, near 
Burlingame Lagoon, is a three-acre open space with a walking trail. Various portions of 
Sanchez Creek are contained in culverts.  

San Francisco Bay  

The tidelands and waters of San Francisco Bay provide resource protection and 
recreation. Fill and structures are prohibited for purposes other than to protect public 
safety, enhance wildlife habitat or improve public access. A portion of San Francisco Bay 
is within the city limits of Burlingame and is also under several other agencies’ 
jurisdictions, including the Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC), the 
Federal Aviation Administration (due to the presence of San Francisco International 
Airport), the California State Lands Commission, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board. The City maintains control through 
its zoning ordinance standards for the Shoreline, Anza Area, Anza Point North and Anza 
Point South District zoning districts. 

Urban Open Spaces 

Burlingame contains plazas and streetscapes that provide open spaces, on Burlingame 
Avenue and in the Broadway commercial district. Though often modest in scale, these 
urban features are important to provide gathering spaces and visual appeal in more 
densely developed areas.  

Burlingame Avenue Commercial Area 

The City recently completed streetscape and design improvements along Burlingame 
Avenue. These improvements created a linear sequence of open spaces with 
landscaping, outdoor seating and small plaza-like spaces. The amenities along this 
major downtown commercial street foster an important set of gathering spaces for 
Burlingame residents and visitors to the shopping district. 

Broadway Commercial Area 

This locally-oriented commercial district provides a similar type of open space network 
as Burlingame Avenue, with amenities consisting of landscaped sidewalks, curb bulb-
outs and outdoor seating areas.  

Burlingame City Hall Area 

The intersection of Bellevue Avenue and Primrose Road includes a small triangular 
planted traffic island between Burlingame City Hall and the main library. The Downtown 
Burlingame Specific Plan includes a proposal to transform the traffic islands at this 
intersection into a more usable open space and a roundabout. City Hall and the library 
include mature trees and landscaped grassy areas with seating. 
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7.6 Recreation Facilities 
Burlingame provides residents with both indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, some 
of which are associated with the parks and open spaces described above. This section 
describes the range of recreational facilities in Burlingame, from small playgrounds to 
large field complexes and swimming pools. Table 7.3 lists the facilities with locations 
and sizes. 

Bayside Fields 

Bayside Fields, located within the Anza area along San Francisco Bay, is Burlingame's 
largest collection of formal athletic facilities. The 12-acre space consists of a lighted 
youth baseball and softball fields, and several miles of multi-use trails for walking, 
jogging and bicycling. Bayside Fields also has the Burlingame Dog Exercise Park, a 
three-acre space for dogs to run off leash within a gated area. In 2013, the City added a 
community garden with 22 raised planter beds within the Bayside Fields complex. The 
garden is managed by the Parks and Recreation Department and maintained by 
members of the garden. 

Murray Field at the Burlingame Golf Center 

Murray Field, located adjacent to Bayside Fields, is a 30.0 acre space including a soccer 
complex with lighted fields. In the middle of the open space is the Burlingame Golf 
Center, which has a driving range, short-game golf practice areas, along with picnic 
tables and a playground. 

Burlingame Aquatic Center 

The Burlingame Aquatic Center, located on the Burlingame High School campus, 
opened in 2000 and is near the Recreation Center and Washington Park. The Aquatic 
Center has two pools: an Olympic-sized 50-meter competitive pool and a small wading 
pool. The Center is run by a nonprofit organization, the Burlingame Aquatic Club, on 
behalf of the Burlingame Parks and Recreation Department. The Aquatic Center hosts a 
range of programs, including swimming lessons, lap swimming, adult fitness and water 
polo. Burlingame High School owns the facility and uses it for classes and for its water 
sports teams. 

Burlingame Recreation Center 

The Burlingame Recreation Center is located in Washington Park. The Center was built 
in 1948 as a memorial to soldiers from World War II and has been remodeled and 
renovated several times since its original construction. The Center provides recreation 
and fitness classes and meeting spaces for Burlingame residents. The City is currently 
undergoing a planning process to create a larger, more comprehensive community 
center that will serve a broader range of community needs.  
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Playgrounds 

Burlingame has several small playgrounds throughout the city. The playgrounds listed 
here are 0.1 acres or less in size and are not within larger parks or open spaces: 

 Alpine Playground: This triangular 0.2-acre playground is located along Carolan 
Avenue. It is fenced and has children's play equipment and a picnic area. 

 "J" Lot Playground: This is the smallest recreational facility in Burlingame, at just 
0.05 acres. The fenced playground is tucked at the back of a City parking lot on 
Primrose Road and contains play equipment for young children. 

 Paloma Playground: This 0.1-acre site sits in a residential neighborhood 
northwest of downtown between El Camino Real and California Drive. The 
fenced playground provides equipment for young children and one picnic table.  

 Trenton Playground: This 0.1-acre playground is located on Rollins Road at the 
edge of a residential neighborhood. It is fenced and provides play equipment for 
young children. 

TABLE 7.3: BURLINGAME RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

Park Name Address Facilities Acres 

Alpine Playground Alpine Avenue at 
Carolan Avenue 

Playground, picnic area 0.2 

Bayside Dog Exercise Park 1125 Airport 
Boulevard 

Gated, off-leash dog 
exercise area 

3 

Bayside Fields  1125 Airport 
Boulevard 

Bathrooms, picnic area, 
soccer field, 
baseball/softball field 

12 

Bocce Ball Courts Carolan Avenue at 
Burlingame Avenue 

Bathrooms, picnic area N/A 

Burlingame Aquatic Center Oak Grove Avenue 
at Laurel Avenue 

Indoor pool N/A 

Community Garden at 
Bayside Fields 

1125 Airport 
Boulevard 

22 raised planter beds N/A 

“J” Lot Playground Behind Crosby 
Commons – fenced 

Playgrounds 0.05 

Murray Field (Burlingame 
Golf Center and Soccer 
Complex) 

250 Anza Boulevard Playground, bathrooms, 
picnic area, soccer field 

30.9 
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Park Name Address Facilities Acres 

Paloma Playground Paloma Avenue at 
Edgehill Drive 

Fenced. Playground, 
picnic area 

0.1 

Trenton Playground Trenton Way at 
Rollins Road – 
fenced 

Playground 0.1 

Total Acres 25.35 

 

7.7 Public School and Joint Use Facilities 
Public schools in Burlingame provide open spaces for general public use and several 
schools are combined with parks to provide joint recreational facilities for Burlingame 
residents. The Burlingame Parks and Recreation Department manages joint-use 
agreements for community use of some school recreational facilities. This section 
describes the joint-use public park facilities associated with schools in Burlingame. A 
complete list of public school recreation facilities is in Table 7.4. 

Burlingame High School and Washington Park 

Burlingame High School adjoins Washington Park, the Burlingame Recreation Center 
and the Burlingame Aquatic Center. The school uses the Aquatic Center as a facility for 
its water sports teams and also has separate sports facilities, including a football field, 
running track, eight tennis courts and a soccer field. The baseball / softball fields and 
grandstands are city owned. The combined area provides a significant open space 
resource.  

Franklin Elementary School, Burlingame Intermediate Schools and 
Osberg Field 

This site in northern Burlingame includes two schools – Franklin Elementary and 
Burlingame Intermediate School – and a community athletic field. Osberg Field, located 
behind the schools on Castro Court, is used for instructional athletic camps and youth 
sports leagues.  

Lincoln School and Ray Park  

This combined school and park site provides recreational facilities for the northern part 
of the Burlingame. Its location on Mills Creek, with an extensive length of riparian 
vegetation, enhances its open space qualities. City-owned  facilities in Ray Park are 
shared with the school, including baseball and softball fields, tennis courts and multi-use 
courts. 
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TABLE 7.4: SCHOOL RECREATION SITES 

School Name Address Facilities  Acres 

Burlingame High School 1 Mangini Way Track, football field, 
baseball/softball field, 
soccer field, tennis 
courts  

25.2 

Burlingame Intermediate 
School 

1715 Quesada 
Way  

Soccer field, 
baseball/softball field, 
basketball courts, 
playground 

3.4 

Franklin Elementary School  2385 Trousdale 
Drive 

Soccer field, 
baseball/softball field, 
basketball courts, 
playground  

2.3 

Lincoln Elementary School 1801 Devereaux 
Drive 

Baseball/softball field, 
playground 

5.6 

McKinley Elementary School 701 Paloma 
Avenue  

Basketball court, 
playground 

3.4 

Roosevelt Elementary School 1151 Vancouver 
Avenue  

Basketball court, 
playground 

2.3 

Washington Elementary 
School 

801 Howard 
Avenue 

Basketball court, 
playground 

2.3 

Total Acres  
*(Acreage calculations based on MIG estimates) 

44.5* 

 

7.8 Private Open Space 
Not all open spaces within Burlingame are public. Private facilities provide valuable 
open space resources as well. These private spaces include private school sites, hospital 
campuses and residential green space. 

Mills-Peninsula Hospital  

Mills-Peninsula Hospital occupies the largest site of any institutional use in the city, yet a 
relatively small portion of the site is occupied by buildings. The hospital's frontage on El 
Camino Real is densely planted and includes landscaped walkways around the building.  
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Sisters of Mercy/Mercy High School 

The Sisters of Mercy and Mercy High School open space is located in Burlingame's hills 
near the Mills Canyon Wildlife Refuge. It includes an extensive stand of Coast Live Oaks 
and other vegetation. In addition to resource preservation, this site adds to the visual 
amenity of the local residential neighborhood. 

Residential Open Space  

Private open spaces on residential lots provide important health, safety and recreation 
benefits, particularly in areas with higher-density development. Despite their private 
(and sometimes hidden) nature, these spaces contribute to the quality of life for 
Burlingame residents.  

Air Space over the City  

Though not typically thought of as a conventional open space category, air space over 
the city serves a unique function. By definition, air space encompasses all remaining 
above-ground open spaces not explicitly designated as public parks or recreational 
facilities. Defined in this way it provides the following open space uses: 

 Health and safety by providing light, air and privacy 

 Passive enjoyment by permitting views of nearby and distant points. Open 
spaces with “visual enjoyment” as its primary intended use are further discussed 
in Chapter 6.4: Aesthetics. 

7.9 Regional Assets and Trails 
Burlingame's location between San Francisco Bay and the large open spaces in hillside 
areas along the San Andreas fault provides residents with access to regional recreation 
opportunities. These assets include trails that connect Burlingame to other bayfront 
cities, such as the San Francisco Bay Trail, as well as parks within city limits that are not 
under the City's jurisdiction, such as Robert E. Woolley State Park. Burlingame residents 
also enjoy access to nearby open spaces just outside city limits, such as Coyote Point 
and Sawyer Camp Trail. This section describes these open space and trail amenities.  

Burlingame Trails 

Burlingame has both local and regional trail systems. Local trails are located in parks 
within the city, and regional trails connect to larger systems. 

Ed Taylor Trail 

The Ed Taylor Trail runs through the Mills Canyon Wildlife Refuge. It provides 2.5 miles 
of local trails accessed from either Adeline Drive or Arguello Drive. Hikers throughout 
the region use the trail. 
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San Francisco Bay Trail 

The San Francisco Bay Trail is a bicycle and pedestrian system that will eventually 
provide a continuous path system around San Francisco Bay. It is not complete, but will 
eventually span over 500 miles. Currently, 340 miles have been constructed, including 
portions of the trail that run along Burlingame's shore. The segment of the San Francisco 
Bay Trail that runs through Burlingame extends from Foster City through San Mateo and 
Burlingame, and ends just south of San Francisco International Airport, totaling over 12 
miles of pathway. It is a dedicated paved multi-use pathway for the majority of its length, 
with a few gaps where private properties intervene. A few sections require the use of 
surface streets to make connections. Where gaps exist in Burlingame, new development 
projects are required to provide connections as a condition of approval. 

Waterfront Recreational Trails 

Burlingame has several local recreational trails that front San Francisco Bay and the 
Burlingame and Anza Lagoons. Most of these trails connect to the San Francisco Bay 
Trail. See Chapter 4 for details on trails and bicycle connections. 

Parks within Burlingame under State or Regional Jurisdiction 

Two parks within the city limits are not under the City's jurisdiction. Both are located 
along the San Francisco Bay waterfront and connect to regional trail systems. 

Robert E. Woolley Park (State of California) 

Robert E. Woolley Park is on land owned by the State of California on the northeastern 
side of Anza Lagoon, and is designated as a state park. It includes tree-shaded lawns 
with walking and biking trails, as well as a U-shaped fishing pier that extends out into 
San Francisco Bay. Adjacent to the pier are fish cleaning facilities and public restrooms. 

Fisherman's Park (San Mateo County) 

This 0.7-acre park is on land owned by the State of California and maintained by San 
Mateo County. It is located at the northwestern corner of the city limits, along Airport 
Boulevard. Fisherman’s Park is a long and narrow open space surrounded on two sides 
by San Francisco Bay. The park includes a walking trail, benches and fishing areas on 
rocky berms that extend into the bay. 

Parks of Regional Significance outside Burlingame 

Burlingame residents are not limited to parks and open spaces within the city limits. 
Nearby open space amenities in neighboring jurisdictions in San Mateo County also 
provide important recreational resources and are well-used by Burlingame residents. 
Table 7.5 lists park and recreation resources under jurisdictions outside of Burlingame. 
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Central Park and Recreation Center (City of San Mateo)  

Central Park and Recreation Center in neighboring San Mateo is frequented Burlingame 
residents. The 16.3-acre park includes lighted tennis courts, a playground, a baseball 
field and a Japanese Tea Garden. The park also contains a recreation center with fitness 
classes and community gathering space. 

Coyote Point County Park (San Mateo County) 

Coyote Point is a regional recreational amenity that includes a marina and a variety of 
opportunities for outdoor activity. It is several hundred acres and includes picnic 
facilities, water sports facilities, a playground, wildlife habitats and educational exhibits. 
This regional attraction is located just south of the planning area boundary, along San 
Francisco Bay. 

Sawyer Camp Trail (San Mateo County) 

Sawyer Creek Trail is one of the most popular hiking segments of the Crystal Springs 
Regional Trail. It stretches from Hillcrest Boulevard on the north to Crystal Springs Road 
on the south and is part of the San Mateo County Parks System. The multi-use trail is 
paved, wide enough for two-way traffic and accessible to wheelchairs. Facilities include 
picnic areas and restrooms. 

TABLE 7.5: REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT OPEN SPACES 

Name Address Facilities  Jurisdiction Acres 

Central Park and 
Recreation Center 

50 East 5th 
Avenue, San 
Mateo 

Japanese Tea 
Garden, mini 
train, tennis 
courts, 
playground, 
baseball field, 
picnic tables, 
horseshoes 

City of San 
Mateo 

16.3 

Coyote Point 
County Park 

1701 Coyote Point 
Drive, San Mateo 

Rifle range, 
walking paths, 
playground, 
picnic area, 
natural history 
exhibits 
(CuriOdyssey), 
marina, yacht 
club, watersports 
staging area 
(Beach Center) 

San Mateo 
County 

149 (land) 
538 (water)1 

Fisherman's Park 250 Airport Fishing area, San Mateo 0.7 
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Name Address Facilities  Jurisdiction Acres 

Boulevard walking path, 
picnic benches 

County 

Sawyer Camp Trail Hillcrest 
Boulevard to 
Crystal Springs 
Road, Half Moon 
Bay 

Paved multi-use 
pathway, 
restrooms, picnic 
areas 

San Mateo 
County 

N/A (six 
mile 
length) 

Robert E. Woolley 
State Park 

Between 150 Anza 
Boulevard and the 
entrance to Anza 
Lagoon 

Walking trails, 
fishing pier, fish-
cleaning facilities, 
public restrooms 

State of 
California 

2.7 

Total Acres 
1Source: MIG estimate of area 

706.7 

7.10 Recreational Programming 
The City offers many programs and events serving residents (and nonresidents) of all 
ages, with varying levels of experience and a wide range of activity levels. Below is a 
summary of the programs and events offered in the city in 2015. 

Recreation Programs 

The Parks and Recreation Department offers a variety of programs tailored to adults, 
teens and youth. These programs include fitness, art, performing arts, enrichment 
classes, social engagements, sporting programs and other recreational activities.  

Adult Programs 

Adult programs offered by the City include art (ceramics, drawing, knitting, oil painting 
and watercolor), fitness (yoga, Zumba, Pilates,Turbo Kick), performing arts and dance 
(tap dancing, belly dancing, ballroom dancing, guitar lessons, singing and acting) and 
other activities (wine tastings, senior field trips, and driver safety programs).  

Aquatic Programs 

The Burlingame Aquatic Club (BAC) offers swim lessons, open swim, aqua aerobics, 
masters and competitive youth programs for swimming and water polo. In addition, the 
BAC offers special events and pool rentals to the community. These programs take 
place at the Burlingame Aquatic Center at Burlingame High School.  
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Youth and Teen Programs  

The youth and teen programs include seasonal camps, Leaders in Training program, All 
City Dances, performing arts and dance, fine arts, music classes and Youth Advisory 
Committee.  

Youth and Adult Sports 

Youth and adult sports include, but are not limited to, Burlingame Bocce Ball League, 
Burlingame Intermediate School sports (basketball, track and field, tennis, golf, 
badminton, cross country, flag football, volleyball), elementary sports (volleyball, flag 
football, basketball), youth sports (soccer, baseball, softball, lacrosse, football, 
swim/water polo), specialty sports camps and adult sports (softball, basketball, soccer).  

Recreation Events 

Many city wide events are scheduled throughout the year, with most occurring during 
summer months. These events promote community engagement and outdoor 
recreation.  

Streets Alive! Parks Alive! Event  

This is a San Mateo County event that promotes active streets, parks and public spaces 
by creating car-free areas within different cities in the county. Burlingame is a participant 
in this annual countywide event that takes place in the beginning of May. 

Movies in the Park and Throw Back Thursdays 

This event takes place in Washington Park, where a family-friendly movie is featured 
during summer and fall evenings. This is a free event for Burlingame residents.  

Music in the Park Concert Series  

The concert series is a summer event, with artists scheduled to perform on Sundays in 
July, typically taking place at Washington Park. Additional activities and concessions at 
this event attract many people. 

Family Campout 

This event allows Burlingame residents to camp overnight at Washington Park and 
includes a variety of activities: camp fires, face painting, outdoor movies and a bounce 
house. Family Campout event occurs annually, and is typically scheduled during a 
weekend in August.  

Pet Parade 

This event brings the community together with a hometown event, while showcasing 
residents’ unique pets in the parade. In addition to the parade, this event hosts a mobile 
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spay-neuter van and adoption events. Pet Parade has been an annual tradition since 
2004 and takes place in September.  

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony 

This annual event takes place in Downtown Burlingame. Events include family 
entertainment, tree lighting, parade and downtown merchant sponsored activities. 
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